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	Welcome to Maternity Action's Spring Newsletter

In this newsletter
· Pregnancy discrimination project launched
· How can I help?
· EU Pregnant Workers' Directive: take action!
· New rights around breastfeeding in public places
· Migrant women and Maternity Allowance
· Supporting destitute refused asylum seekers
· Training for midwives on supporting asylum seeking women




Pregnancy Discrimination project launch

We have launched Maternity Action's new pregnancy discrimination project. The project aims to tackle pregnancy discrimination and raise awareness about rights at work for pregnant women and new parents. 

New information sheets for women, advisors and healthcare professionals are now available, as well as a poster advertising the information for display in antenatal clinics, community centres and other venues. These resources are available in English and Polish and can be downloaded here. 

How can I help?

Order Posters

We are aiming to get the new posters pointing to information about the rights of pregnant women and new parents at work displayed right across England. Do you know a community centre, antenatal clinic, health centre, advice centre, children's centre or other venue where you could put up our poster?

We are sending out packs of 10 posters to people who can put up a few in their local area, or if you distribute the posters to your networks we can send as many copies as you need. If you think you can help, please get in touch with Maddy. 

Spread the Word 

Become a fan of Maternity Action on facebook, or ask others to sign up to our newsletter on our website. 

EU Pregnant Workers' Directive: take action!

The Pregnant Workers' Directive is a European directive on pregnant women and new mothers at work. In March 2010, the Women's Rights and Gender Equality Committee of the European Parliament adopted a report proposing a series of amendments to the Directive. The proposed amendments to the Pregnant Workers' Directive offer the chance to significantly improve the rights of pregnant women, new mothers, women who are breastfeeding, and their families.

Maternity Action is calling upon UK MEPs to support the amendments, and calling on the UK government to show their support at Council. Please take the time to write to your MEPs and the UK government asking them to support the amendments, you can do this here. 

New rights around breastfeeding in public places

The new Equality Bill which comes into force in Autumn 2010 says that it is sex discrimination to treat a woman unfairly because she is breastfeeding. It applies to anyone providing services, benefits, facilities, and premises to the public, public bodies, further and higher education bodies and associations. 

Maternity Action has produced a new information sheet about these new rights including where this legislation applies, who it applies to, and what to do it you are discrimination against because you are breastfeeding in a public place. You can download it here. 

Migrant women and Maternity Allowance

We regularly encounter women from abroad and advisors who are not aware that all women who are working lawfully in the UK are eligible for Maternity Allowance, even if they have 'no recourse to public funds'. We explored the information on the Government's website and advice lines and found that it was incomplete and sometimes inaccurate. We have asked the Department of Work and Pensions to improve its information resources and to run an awareness raising campaign with migrant communities. See our briefing paper, Improving access to maternity pay for migrant women: Maternity Allowance. 

Supporting destitute refused asylum seekers

Women whose asylum claim has been refused are not entitled to mainstream benefits and many do not meet the restrictive criteria for UK Border Agency (formerly NASS) support. Many pregnant women are left destitute until the late stages of pregnancy, placing their health and their baby's health at risk. Maternity Action is working with the Asylum Support Appeals Project, the Royal College of Midwives and Asylum Aid to persuade the UK Border Agency to provide support to refused asylum seekers much earlier in their pregnancy. 

Training for midwives on supporting asylum seeking women

We have recieved funding from Comic Relief to develop and pilot training for midwives on supporting aslyum seekin women. We plan to pilot the training in the winter. 




